REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON THE USE OF LARGE SCALE DRIFTNETS ON THE HIGH SEAS
LNM 29/09
The United States Coast Guard (USCG) requests mariners be on the lookout for and report any observed driftnets or vessels engaged
in driftnet fishing on the high seas (more than 200NM from shore). Sighting information may be made to any of the following Coast
Guard offices:
Offices
USCG Pacific Area
Commander (drmc)
Coast Guard Island, 51‐2
Alameda, CA 94501

Phone
(510) 437‐3701

Fax

Telex

Email
RCCAlameda@uscg.mil

USCG 14th District
Commander D14 (drm)
300 Ala Moana Blvd Rm 9‐232
Honolulu, HI 96850‐4982

(800) 331‐6176

(808) 541‐2500

JRCCHonolulu@uscg.mil

USCG 17th District
Commander D17 (drm)
PO Box 25517, Rm 771
Juneau, AK 99802‐5517

(800) 478‐5555
(907) 463‐2000

(907) 463‐2023 49615066

JRCCJuneau@uscg.mil

*All these phones and emails are monitored 24 hours a day and are the most efficient means of reporting HSDN
activity
Illegal high seas driftnet (HSDN) fishing has historically been conducted in the Northwest Pacific Ocean. Mariners following great
circle routes between North America and Asia are most likely to encounter this activity. Fishing activity normally takes place
between April 1st and October 31st. However, illegal activity may occur in other areas and at other times of the year. Information
desired includes date, time, position, and description of gear/vessel, name of vessel, homeport, flag state and observed activity.
Video or photographs are highly desired and can be mailed or emailed to any of the offices above.

* Accurate reporting of vessel names is critical for accurately recording suspected HSDN activity. Photos and video
are of high value for presenting documentation to flag states as it captures activity and vessel identifiers. In addition,
photos of the species being caught is of value; if this is not possible, document sea surface temperature at location as
this can help determine the species targeted.
HSDN Fishing Vessel Characteristics:
•

HSDN fishing vessels typically range from 120 to 200 feet in length and are usually in fair to poor condition. Distinguishing
characteristics include:

•

Net tube: A large, usually white tube, which extends from the working deck to the net bin located aft. This tube is about
two feet in diameter, runs along the port or starboard side of the superstructure, and may be visible from both the surface
and air.

•

Net bin: A structure normally located on an aft deck in which the nets are stored.

•

Net spreader: A triangular or roller net spreading device, which prevents the net from becoming entangled as it enters the
water. While only visible from the stern, this is one characteristic, which clearly distinguishes a HSDN fishing vessel from a
longline or other fishing vessel.

•

Transponders: The radio transponders are approximately 4‐6 feet tall, are used to mark the end of a net and are normally
stored in racks on the weather decks.

•

When the net is in the water, it is normally suspended using cylindrical floats spaced every few feet, similar to swimming
pool lane markers, with the ends of the nets marked with radio transponders. Other types of floats may be used, including
larger spherical floats about 2‐3 feet in diameter. The driftnets may vary from a couple hundred yards to several nautical
miles in length. A driftnet must be greater than 2.5 km in length in order to be considered a large scale pelagic driftnet.

