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Background/Introduction 
Welcome to the U.S. Pacific Albacore Electronic Logbook program for troll and bait boat vessels. This 
program has been designed by NOAA fisheries to allow vessel captains to record their logbook 
information in an electronic form that can be submitted to the Southwest Fisheries Science Center. The 
program also allows the user to print out paper copies of the required logbook sheets for signing and  
submitting. The program consists of four forms (managers): 

1. Crew Manager
2. Vessel Manager
3. Trip Manager
4. Fishing Manager

Installation 
The electronic logbook does not require installation. It only requires the creation of a folder and 
moving files from the CD to your computer.
1. Create an Albacore Elog folder on your desktop to save the program and associated files:

a. Right-click on your desktop
b. Scroll down to 'new' and select 'folder'
c. Rename the 'New Folder' to Alb Elog Program

2. Download the program from

 or insert the CD into your CD/DVD drive and open the associated drive on your computer to 
view the files from the disc
3. Drag and drop the 'AlbElogInstall' folder into the 'Alb Elog Program 'folder that you created
on your desktop
4. Double-click on the 'Fishing Logbook' icon to open the logbook program
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Using the Pacific Albacore Logbook Program 

Crew Manager 
When the program is first opened, it automatically opens the Crew Manager form where you can record 
information on the captain and crew of the vessel.  

The information recorded in this section is the same information that is recorded on form FP in edition 9 
of the U.S. Pacific Albacore Logbook 

Before you can proceed with the program, you must enter at least the information for a captain. You can 
go back to this section at any time to add, delete or modify the information on the crew. In each of the 
forms through the program, after entering the information the user must click the Save button at the 
bottom of the form before proceeding to the next form. 
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Vessel Manager 
Once you have completed recording crew information, you next need to record information for the 
vessel. This information is the same information that is recorded on form FP in edition 9 of the U.S. 
Pacific Albacore Logbook.  

There are two tabs in this form : one that contains  information about the vessel’s various identification 
numbers, perm it num bers and g eneral characteris tics and another that contains inform ation on the 
various equipment components of the vessel.  

Once the user has clicked the save button, all the in formation for the vessel is stored on the co mputer 
and can be modified at any tim e. In general this fo rm only needs to be com pleted once a year. In  fact it 
can be completed (or changed) any time that one or more vessel items changes. 
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Trip Manager 
The next form in the program  is the Trip Manager which contains all the inform ation for each trip that 
is com pleted. This is the sam e in formation that is  found at the top of for m LS of the U.S. Pacific 
Albacore Logbook.  

For each trip, the vessel nam e is autom atically entered fro m the entry  that was made in the Vessel 
Manager form. The user enters the Departure Date and Departure Port to begin a  trip. The re maining 
information is grayed out and gets entered w hen a trip is com pleted and the arrival and unloading 
information is available. Remember to click the Save button before proceeding. 
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Fishing Manager 
The information for each day of a trip is record ed in the Fishing Manager form. This form contains the 
same information that is found in form LS of the U.S. Pacific Albacore Logbook. 

Unlike form  LS, only one day of  fishing is visibl e at a tim e. The vessel na me and trip departure 
information is repeated at the top of each Fishing Manager form to indicate which trip the daily fishing 
information belongs to.  
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The date can be selected from  a pop-up calend ar and each subsequent day is automatically populated. 
This can be changed by  the user. T he user en ters a fishing Mode to ind icate wheth er the v essel was 
fishing (gea r in the water), ba iting, trans iting, etc. The us er enters th e latitud e a nd longitud e of  the  
location where most of the fish were caught.  Once the north/south and east/west indicators are entered, 
subsequent records are automatically populated with  these sam e values. The user can change these 
values at an y time. The daily catch of albacore is reco rded in the Albacore Catch section. Daily effort  
information is recorded in the next s ection on the next line. These entr ies will be gra yed out unless the 
Fishing Mode is set to  Fishing. Sea conditions are recorded in the next section. The next section 
provides a place for the user to record any comments for that day (ocean conditions, amount of bird life, 
illegal fish ing vessels, ex planations for discards, etc. ). In the next Transshipping s ection the  user can 
record inform ation on any fish that were offloaded at sea to another vessel (transshipper o r fishing 
vessel).The next section is for recording any bycatch  that m ay have b een caught. The user can select 
bycatch species from  a  look up list or enter it in the Comments section which is above the Bycatch 
section. The total num bers of bycatch  species that are caught and/or di scarded are record ed in the nex t 
fields.  

The user can navigate between daily fishing records using the labeled buttons at the bottom  of the form. 
There are also buttons f or editing, deleting, and pr inting records. The user m ust click the Save button 
after entering each daily fishing record. 

Page 7 of 9



After entering the da ta for the la st day of  a tr ip, select the Save button then the End Trip button. This 
will bring the user back to the Trip Manager form where information on the end of a trip and unloading 
information can be recorded. Again, click the Save button after recording all the information for the trip. 

The user can navigate between trip records using the buttons in the lower left of the Trip Manager form. 
If the use r wants to ed it da ily f ishing reco rds, he/she  m ust f irst select the trip tha t the d aily f ishing 
record(s) belong to in the Trip Manager. 
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Backup Manager 

Probably the most important part of the program is the Backup Manager.  This part of the 

program allows the user to store the data that has been collected in a compressed zip file 

which can be stored on removable media (diskette, CD, flash drive, etc.).  The Backup 

Manager has two tabs: one for creating a backup file and one for restoring data from a 

backup file.  In each tab the user can browse to the backup file’s location using the button on 

the right side of the tab. 

Submitting Logbook Data 
There are several options for submitting the logbook data that is recorded by the program.  

Whichever option is used, it is important to sign and submit the Electronic Logbook 

Signature Certification form to the address below.  This will allow HMS permit holders to 

submit their logbook data without having to sign, date and submit each paper copy of the 

forms.  The backup zip file can be sent to an e-mail attachment to 

swfsc.hms.logbooks@noaa.gov.  The file can also be stored on removable media (diskette, CD, flash 

drive, etc.) and mailed to the same address where paper logbooks are sent: 

Albacore Logbook Program 

Southwest Fisheries Science Center 

8901 La Jolla Shores Drive 

La Jolla, CA 92037 

If the electronic version of the data cannot be submitted, copies of forms FP and LS can be printed 

from the program, signed and mailed to the above address.  For technical assistance call John 

Childers at (858) 546-7192. 
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